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Safety in PlacesSafety in Places
of Public Assemblyof Public Assembly

React immediately. If an
alarm sounds, you see smoke 
or fire, or some other unusual
disturbance immediately exit 
the building in an orderly 
fashion.

Get out, stay out! Once you 
have escaped, stay out. Under 
no circumstances should you 
ever go back into a burning 
building. Let trained firefighters 
conduct rescue operations.

During an
Emergency

Every day, millions of people wake up, go to work or school, and take part in social 
events. But every so often the unexpected happens: an earthquake, a fire, a chemical 
spill, an act of terrorism or some other disaster. Routines change drastically, and people 
are suddenly aware of how fragile their lives and routines can be. Each disaster can have 
lasting effects — people may be seriously injured or killed, and devastating and costly 
property damage can occur. People entering any public assembly building need to be 
prepared in case of an emergency.

FACT
A fire at The Station nightclub in 
W. Warwick, RI, on February 20, 
2003, claimed 100 lives and is the 
fourth-deadliest nightclub fire in 
U.S. history. Since that fire, NFPA 
has enacted tough new code 
provisions for fire sprinklers and 
crowd management in nightclub-
type venues. Those provisions 
mark sweeping changes to the 
codes and standards governing 
safety in assembly occupancies.


